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and the building be named for his wife. To-
ward the end of his life, he saw how impor-
tant it was to his wife that she assume some 
of his legacy of fighting for higher education, 
she said. 

‘‘He was the most interesting man,’’ Harter 
said. ‘‘Right to the end, he was energetic.’’ 

Not only was Rogers vocal about who 
should step in as interim president at UNLV, 
but he was not shy about sharing his opin-
ions on elections to the Board of Regents. 

‘‘He made it his personal mission to fight 
for higher education funding when he was 
chancellor and continued that work after he 
returned to the private sector,’’ said Kevin 
Page, chairman of the Board of Regents, 
whom Rogers’ adamantly endorsed on Twit-
ter the night before he died. ‘‘Improving Ne-
vada’s education system was Jim’s way of 
giving back to the community.’’ 

And Rogers’ work in education was not 
confined to Nevada. 

Rogers made the largest gift to a law 
school in history at the time to the Univer-
sity of Arizona. Rogers graduated from the 
law school in 1962. His son also went there 
and now the school is named after him. 

‘‘This wasn’t just a man who put his sup-
port and name on the school. He actually 
cared,’’ said Marc Miller, dean of the James 
E. Rogers College of Law. ‘‘He wanted to 
change the world.’’ 

Miller said students loved Rogers, who fre-
quently came to give speeches and engage 
the community. He was always taking stu-
dents to lunch and coming up with ways to 
improve their law school experience. 

‘‘Jim had no shortage of ideas. I wish I 
could have had many more years of his 
friendship and council,’’ Miller said. ‘‘We’re 
all feeling it. Everyone here is in shock.’’ 

In addition to his philanthropic record, 
Rogers will also be remembered as a media 
pioneer. 

‘‘Jim was a mercurial, fiery and passionate 
man who changed the face of local tele-
vision,’’ politics reporter and TV personality 
Jon Ralston wrote in an email. ‘‘He didn’t 
care about ratings. He wanted his legacy to 
be providing as much real news to viewers, 
no matter the cost. It was a bold and vision-
ary step.’’ 

‘‘I remember when he took me back to New 
York to meet with NBC executives to inform 
them of his plan to turn KSNV into a local 
version of CNN. They looked at him like he 
was crazy. And you know what? He didn’t 
care.’’ 

Ralston, whose show ‘‘Ralston Reports’’ 
airs on Channel 3, said Rogers changed his 
life. 

‘‘(Rogers) quietly tried to woo me to come 
to KSNV for many years before it happened. 
He gave me a statewide audience and had 
confidence in me from the start,’’ Ralston 
wrote. ‘‘I will never forget that. I will miss 
him.’’ 

A Las Vegas native, Rogers founded Valley 
Broadcasting Co. in 1971 and won FCC ap-
proval to operate an NBC affiliate, Channel 
3, in 1979. 

He parlayed that into Sunbelt Communica-
tions, which grew into 14 TV stations in five 
Mountain states, including three in Nevada. 
Others were in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming 
and Arizona. Sunbelt’s title was changed to 
Intermountain West Communications Co. 
about five years ago. 

KSNV president and chief operating officer 
Lisa Poe-Howfield described Rogers as tough, 
unfiltered, kind and charismatic. 

‘‘You always knew exactly where you 
stood with him, and I appreciated that,’’ she 
said. 

In January, the Review-Journal learned of 
a Channel 3 meeting in which Rogers re-
vealed he was having another bout with can-
cer. 

Rogers fought off bladder cancer about 
seven years ago, but he said station employ-
ees would still have a job no matter what 
happened. 

A Channel 3 insider who attended the 
meeting said Rogers made it clear that when 
he ‘‘goes, everything goes to (his wife) Bev-
erly, and when she goes, everything goes to 
the colleges.’’ 

Poe-Howfield said she plans to keep work-
ing to fulfill Rogers’ wishes for the station. 

‘‘He has always wanted the station to be 
the station of record for the people,’’ she 
said. ‘‘That was his vision, and I plan to con-
tinue that.’’ 

Channel 3 will be airing special segments 
highlighting Rogers’ life each day this week, 
she said. 

‘‘As much as we thought we would be pre-
pared, somewhere in the back of my mind I 
thought if anyone could beat cancer, it 
would be Jim,’’ she said. 

Several prominent Nevadans issued state-
ments Sunday that highlight Rogers’ philan-
thropy and charisma. 

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, 
D–Nev., said he has known Rogers for a long 
time. 

‘‘Jim and I were contemporaries while 
practicing law, and what a terrific lawyer he 
was,’’ Reid said. ‘‘And his talents were not 
limited to law. What he has done in the com-
munications world is record-setting, and not 
just in Nevada but in the Western United 
States. What he has done in education is su-
perb. 

‘‘His philanthropic endeavors are unsur-
passed in the state of Nevada. He was my 
friend and his friendship to me I will always 
remember.’’ 

Republican Gov. Brian Sandoval, and Reps. 
Dina Titus and Steven Horsford, both D– 
Nev., also expressed their condolences in 
statements. 

‘‘With the passing of Jim Rogers, Nevada 
has lost one of its most outspoken and fear-
less advocates,’’ Sandoval said. ‘‘Jim was na-
tionally recognized as a successful philan-
thropist and business leader. In the state of 
Nevada, he was so much more. Jim dedicated 
his time and resources to advancing our edu-
cation system and as chancellor of higher 
education, was fierce in his commitment to 
make sure our students had the resources 
they needed to succeed.’’ 

Horsford said Rogers had a huge impact on 
Nevada, and he will be missed. 

Titus touched on Rogers’ big personality. 

‘‘Jim Rogers had no fear,’’ she said. ‘‘His 
business acumen, philanthropic generosity, 
and ferocious passion for learning made him 
a true game changer. He started the con-
versation, directed the dialogue, and pro-
duced results that propelled Nevada, some-
times kicking and screaming, toward a 
brighter future.’’ 

Former Nevada Gov. Bob Miller, a Demo-
crat, praised Rogers for his commitment to 
education. 

‘‘Jim Rogers was the exemplary role model 
for giving back to the community,’’ he said 
in a statement. ‘‘His particular passion and 
devotion to education, specifically his un-
matched generosity and resolute attention 
for higher education, is a legacy that will be 
a challenge for us all to live up to.’’ 

‘‘We in Nevada have lost one of our most 
vocal leaders for increasing education oppor-
tunities.’’ 

Funeral arrangements for Rogers have not 
been finalized as of Sunday. 

HONORING SARAH K. R. 
WOODWARD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 19, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize a special member 
of my staff. After more than ten years of serv-
ice, Sarah K. R. Woodward will be leaving her 
post in my Kansas City District Office. 

Sarah began working in my campaign office, 
then joined my Washington office staff in 
2004. She has filled many roles in the office, 
including staff assistant, scheduler, field rep-
resentative and caseworker. Whatever role I 
needed Sarah to fill, she did so with excep-
tional proficiency and skill. 

Most recently serving as a field representa-
tive and caseworker, Sarah is known for her 
patience and kindness in dealing with constitu-
ents. Whether it is listening to a veteran’s re-
telling of war stories, speaking to a room of 
civic-minded high school students, or assisting 
a single-mother in getting Social Security num-
bers for her daughters, Sarah’s experience 
and listening ear can put constituents at ease. 
When it came to planning events, I knew 
Sarah would always put together an excellent 
event, whether for the Congressional Art Con-
test, the Sixth Congressional District Leader-
ship Academy, or a veteran’s medal presen-
tation ceremony. 

I have received many letters of thanks for 
the outstanding constituent service Sarah has 
provided. Her professionalism and dedication 
to serving my constituents was a great exam-
ple of how government should work. While I 
am losing a valuable member of my team, I 
am excited for Sarah to begin the next chapter 
of her career. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
thanking Sarah K. R. Woodward for her many 
years of service to the people of the Sixth 
Congressional District. I know Sarah’s col-
leagues, family and friends join with me in 
thanking her for her commitment to others and 
wishing her best of luck in all her endeavors 
and many years of success to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF THE TOWN OF 
PEMBINE 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 19, 2014 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the Town 
of Pembine, located in Marinette County. 

The Town of Pembine certainly has a 
unique history starting with the Wisconsin 
State Legislature’s efforts to create this town-
ship out of two separate communities in 1913. 
By the spring of 1914, the first town meeting 
was held at the Pembine jail and the township 
was officially formed. 

The name of the community was derived 
from the nearby Pemebonwon River. Even be-
fore it became a township, Pembine played an 
important role in Wisconsin’s early economy 
offering jobs in the logging and rail industries. 
According to Pembine resident Edmund Willis, 
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